
Frequently Asked Questions 

about our 2019-2020 Report Cards 

Responses in blue. 

 

1. In the PK/K report card, there is a three-tiered reporting system: P: Progressing 

Towards Expectations; M: Meeting Expectations; E: Exceeding Expectations. What should 

a teacher do if a child is not making significant progress towards meeting expectations? 

Teachers  would approach this as they have always done, meaning they would 

communicate with the parent prior to releasing the report card about any significant 

concerns they have about the student. In any case, PK/K students are always thought to be 

progressing towards expectations when they are present in school and engaged in our 

teachers’ instruction. 

  

2. Will there be an interim reporting process to support the report card? Yes, there will be a 

simple check-in process midway through each marking period.  For Grades PK-5, this will 

happen three times per year in our PK-5 trimester system, whereas in 6-12, this will 

continue to take place four times a year in our secondary quarterly system. Teachers in 

PK-5 will communicate directly with parents via phone or email as needed, while teachers 

will use the automatic comments feature in Genesis for Grades 6-12. 

 

3. In the Grade 1-5 report card, the special needs students are not included. Will special 

needs students be included as part of this reporting structure, and if so, how? Students 

with disabilities are included in the report card, as these report cards will be used for all 

students.  In addition, students with disabilities also receive progress reports. 

 

4. Will there be a legend with definitions of the indicators for parents and teachers to view to 

better clarify the language used for each indicator? We have plans to train our teachers on 

the use of the report cards, which will help teachers internalize the language.  These 

indicators are consistent with NJ Student Learning Standards for both literacy and math. 

They are skill-based indicators.  Our thinking was that any clarifications could be 

addressed with a conversation between teacher and parent. The parents that have viewed 

the rubrics have told us the language is easy to understand. We will see how it goes in the 

first year and make adjustments as needed, but we are confident that the indicators as they 

are currently constituted are self explanatory.  

 

5. Aside from the report card, will parents have access to the rubrics? Yes. Report card 

rubrics will be available at all times via the district website, and for parents that have wifi 

access challenges we will print copies of the rubrics upon request. 

 

6. The rubric does not seem to address all units within a subject. Will there be additional 

rubrics? No. For the upcoming year the rubrics we have presented will be the ones that are 

used, as they were strategically constructed to address the most important elements of 



student learning for each subject at each grade level. Since the rubrics were written from 

NJ Student Learning Standards, they are skill based by grade level.  The skills in the report 

card would in turn be skills that a student would need across the units. Supervisors 

partnered with district staff members to ensure report cards included the most essential 

elements.  That said, this report card platform enables district administration to revise 

rubrics annually as needed.  

 

7. Other than the canned comments available to select, will there also be an option for 

open-text/short written comments? For the elementary report cards, there will not be 

“canned comments,” but there will be space for teachers’ comments should they wish to 

add them.  For the secondary report cards, we will continue to include the clickable 

comments.  At this time, we do not have plans to add teacher-generated comments on the 

secondary report card, but it is an idea worth considering for future iterations of the report 

card.  

 

8. With attendance being reported on a class-by- class basis, will absences be broken out by 

excused vs. unexcused on the report card and the interim reports? At this time, we are 

planning to add absences to classes only.  In other words, if the student were absent for 

any reason the absence would appear on the report card. Even though the attendance to 

class will oftentimes differ from the official attendance record, due to pullouts, class cuts, 

nurse’s office visits, tardiness to school, etc., the point is to show the link between 

attendance to class and level of academic achievement in that class. 

 

9. Now that absences will be reported class-by-class, will tardiness also be reported on a 

class-by-class basis, on the report card and the interim reports?At this time, our plans are 

to include only absences on the report card, but including tardiness merits further 

consideration for future report cards.  

 

10. Does the new report card integrate with iReady or LinkIt!? No. The report card is its own 

platform. While we do plan to maximize our opportunities to use the iReady and LinkIt! 

reports effectively, these reporting instruments are supplemental to the information a 

parent or student will receive from the report card.  

 

11. Is there a portal where parents can access test results, data and test questions? For the 

2019-2020 school year the district will have a newly released parent portal on LinkIt! which will 

allow parent access to data reports.    The same is true for iReady; for example, currently parents 

can access some basic reports, but the district is looking to enhance parental access to more 

reports.The same is true for iReady; for example, currently parents can access some basic 

reports, but the district is looking to enhance parental access to more reports. 


